
Summer Reading Requirements—AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION-2016 

 

Students will read three required books plus one book of choice from the reading 

selections provided by Jackson Prep’s “One School, Many Readers” book list. 

 

Required Books for ALL      

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

All Over But the Shoutin’ by Rick Bragg 

The Princess Bride (also known as The Princess Bride: S. Morgenstern's Classic Tale of 
True Love and High Adventure: The "Good Parts" Version Abridged by William Goldman)  
by William Goldman 

 

Select a book from the school’s overall reading list. 

 

Do NOT cheat yourself by using Cliff’s Notes, Spark Notes, Schmoop online guides 

or other materials that shortcut the reading experience. Using such sources deprive 

you of the ability to grow as a reader and interpreter of language and are a violation 

of the Jackson Prep Pledge. 

***ADDITIONALLY: As movies have been made of some of the above books and 

as the instructor has viewed all the movie versions of these books, she is aware of the 

distinct differences in these works and will know that students who substituted 

reading for viewing have done so. THIS is NO way to create a positive first 

impression with your Advanced Placement instructor. Not reading the actual book  

and substituting viewing a film adaptation is akin to saying you have attended a 

wedding when, in fact, you have only looked at photographs of the event. The 

experiences are entirely different, and your instructor is not a fool.  

 

As you read, consider the following: Did you like the book? Why or why not? What 

themes, situations, settings, etc, seemed familiar to you based on your own reading 

experiences? In other words, of what does this book remind you? How does this book 

contribute to the universal questions posed by authors you’ve read in the past? Consider 

the writer’s style, diction, argument, writing focus.  Think thoroughly about your 

experiences and thoughts about your summer reading books. 

 

Expect to write extensively on the works and to be able to discuss in depth and 

intelligently the works.  

 

 

 

OBJECTIVE TEST ON ALL WORKS WILL BE GIVEN THE FIRST FULL DAY 

OF CLASS 
 

 

 

 


